Report on the ""Hands-On Workshop on KOHA (ILMS)"*

Date: August 2-3, 2024

Venue: Gyandan Resource Centre (Central Library), SKIT, Jaipur

Jointly Organized by: Swami Keshwanand Institute of Technology (SKIT), Jaipur & Rajasthan
Technical Library Association (RTLA)

Organizing Secretary- Dr. Dalla Ram Bhinchhar

Convener- Mr. Qumar Abbas

1. Introduction

The Gyandan Resource Centre at SKIT, Jaipur, in collaboration with the RTLA, organized a two-day
"Hands-On Workshop on KOHA (Integrated Library Management System - ILMS)" on August 2-3,
2024. Aimed at enhancing the knowledge and skills required for effective library management, the
workshop provided practical experience in the installation, configuration, and use of Koha ILMS.

2. Objectives
The primary goals of the workshop included:

« Introducing participants to the features and functionalities of Koha ILMS.
« Offering hands-on training on installation, configuration, and use of Koha.

Encouraging the adoption of Koha ILMS across academic institutions in Rajasthan.
Facilitating collaboration and networking among library professionals.

3. Participants
Over 50 participants attended, including librarians, library staff, and IT professionals from both India

and the UAE. The group included both new and experienced users of Koha, keen to deepen their
understanding and refine their technical skills.

4. Workshop Structure
The workshop balanced theoretical insights with practical exercises, allowing participants to

immediately apply what they learned. The agenda covered core areas essential for managing libraries
through Koha:

Day 1 - 02-08 -2024

. 09:00AM - .
Friday 10:00AM Registration
10:00AM - . . _ - N
11:00AM Inaugural Session (Chief Guest: Dr. Rishi Kumar Tiwari)
11:00AM - .
11:30AM High Tea
. Hands-On Training Session 1
éiggﬁ‘l\l\//ll i - Linux Installation
' - Intro to Koha Features
01:30PM -
02:30PM Lunch
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Day 2 - 03-08-2024

Saturda 09:30AM - Hands-On Training Session 3
y 11:00AM - Koha Library Setup
11:00AM - .
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11:30AM - Hands-On Training Session 4
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5. Chief Guests & Workshop Leadership

e Dr. Rishi Kumar Tiwari, Librarian, Malviya National Institute of Technology, Jaipur, served
as Workshop Director and chief guest at the inaugural session.

e Dr. Mahendra Singh Rao, Assistant Professor, University of Rajasthan, was the guest of honor
at the valedictory session.

6. Resource Persons
The workshop was guided by experienced professionals:

e Dr. Mukesh Pathak, Deputy Librarian, School of Planning and Architecture, Bhopal
e Mr. Milind Sharma, Founder, InfoTvarit & IT Consultant

7. Summary Report

Dr. Rishi Kumar Tiwari delivered the keynote address, emphasizing the role of Koha in library
automation and highlighting the evolving role of librarians. Dr. Rajkumar Bhakar, Patron of RTLA,
shared valuable insights into the association’s contributions to the field of library and information
science. Dr. S. L. Surana, Director of Academics highlighted the SKIT library automation achievements
and the important role of librarians in various institutes. Dr. Dalla Ram Bhinchhar welcomed the
attendees and outlined the practical format of the workshop. Mr. Qumar Abbas, President of RTLA,
delivered the vote of thanks.

The two-day event featured a mix of sessions covering topics ranging from Linux installation to the
advanced customization of Koha modules. Interactive sessions on library setup, cataloguing, serial
control, acquisition, and circulation helped participants navigate the software effectively.

In the valedictory ceremony, Dr. Surana presented awards to Dr. Rishi Kumar Tiwari and Roshan
Chaudhary for their significant contributions to the association. Certificates were also awarded to Sonu
Rathore and Sangeeta. The special guest of the valedictory session was Dr. Mahendra Singh Rao.

8. Feedback and Outcomes

Feedback was collected both at the end of the workshop and after a month of practice. Participants
reported improvements in their library management skills and expressed increased confidence in
implementing Koha at their institutions. Feedback received by participants.
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